
Creating a Composite/Collage using Picasa 

Picasa is (or rather was) a free photo management and editing tool from Google. I say "was", 
because Picasa is no longer available to download, however if you previously downloaded and 
installed it, it will continue to work and is a quick way to create composite images (or Collages as 
Google calls them). 

1. Select the 3 images you want to use in your collage 
Here you can see the blue selection boxes around the 3 images I want to use. 

 
 

2. Select Create > Picture Collage from the Menu 

 
 



3. Picasa will make a default collage for you... 

 
 

4. If you’re happy with the image, just click Create and Picasa will build the collage for you 
and store it in a Collages section. 
  

 
 

... however it might not be perfect straight away, so here are some options to try-out from the 
Settings Tab 

Use a different style 
There are lots of different settings to try-out, however here are 3 of the most useful. 

Picture Pile - This is one of the most flexible settings. Here your images are dropped 
onto a background and you can move them around, rotate them or change the size. 

Mosaic – This option will automatically fill the background with your images. 

Frame mosaic – This option makes the centre picture larger, and with 3 images will 
arrange them into a row 



Grid – Here you can arrange the photos into a regular grid, which each picture being the 
same size. Bear in mind though it doesn’t work well for 3 images. 

Other Controls 

Here are some of the other options available… 

 

Use the Grid spacing control to add a border around each image.  

 

Change the aspect ratio of your image with the Page format, or switch between portrait and 
landscape. 

 

Change the background colour, with Background options. 

 



 

 

 

 


