
Creating a Composite/Collage using Paint 

Paint is available on every Windows PC so is available to everyone, however although it’s easy 
to use it’s very limited in what it can do, so preparation is the key. 

Preparation 

 Know where your images are, so you can select them easily. 

 Resize your images ready for use 
Although you can fine tune the size of images in Paint, you only really get one go. Our 
projector has a resolution of 1024 X 768 so your images need to be smaller than that. 

 Be ready to start over and run through the process several times, improving what you do 
as you work. 

Creating the Collage 

1. Start Paint 
 

2. Select File > Properties from the menu 

 
 

3. Set the size of the image to 1024 X 768 

 
 
This will create your background onto which we’ll place the other images. 
 

4. If you want to set a colour for the background 



 Choose a colour from the palette 

 
 Select the Fill tool 

 
 Click with the Fill tool on the blank background, which will become filled with the 

colour you chose. 
 

5. Click on the down arrow underneath Paste, and then on Paste From. This will cause a file 
browser to appear. 

 
 

6. Navigate to the picture you want to include, and click open. 
The selected image will appear on the screen, with a dotted border showing it’s currently 
selected. 
 

7. Use the re-sizing tools to fine choose the size of the picture, and drag it into its final 
position. 
If you do change the size of the image, note its dimensions and consider re-sizing a copy of 
the original. You’ll almost certainly do this process several times and it’ll save time and give 
you a better result in the long run.  
 

8. Repeat steps 5, 6 and 7 for each image. 
You’ll quickly find you can’t move or resize an image once you’ve selected the next one, so 
be prepared to start over, until you can do every stage perfectly each time. 
 

9. Once you’ve finished simply save the file. 


